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Indians and captured 100 women and children and 300 ponies. Unfortunately some of the women and children were killed in the melee. Much blame was thrown upon the commanding officer and his men, but General Hancock exonerated him in his official report from any intentional severity. The orders were to punish the Indians wherever found, for their cruelties and depredations. Well-merited justice was meted out to them, though severe censure followed those whose duty it was to chastise them. General Sherman, in the following letter, agreed with General Hancock concerning the conduct of this campaign.
" DEAR GENERAL:
" I received a few days ago your letter and the amended report. I would not, were I in your place, notice the efforts of the men who are trying to raise a smoke about the Indians. Their motive is so transparent that they cannot deceive anyone familiar with the facts, and they don't know or care anything about the truth. I have made up my mind to go right along and pay no attention to the clamor of the Peace Advocates.
" Truly yours, " W. T. SHERMAN, Lieutenant-General"
The false sentiment bestowed and entirely wasted upon this treacherous race by a class who know nothing of their character and habits, except from the sentimental brain of the imaginative Cooper, have, been and will always be the b&te noir of the frontier service. They have thrown many obstacles, with the assistance of the govern-